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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Upon further consideration, this is a Non-Final Office action from the examiner in 
charge of this application in response to applicant's amendments dated 6/16/2006. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action, 

3. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

4. Claims 1-17, and 20-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over USP 6,948,691 to Brock et al in view of USP 6,796.625 to Lauchner 
et al. 

Brock et al discloses a telescoping slide assembly, such as shown in Fig 14, 
comprising all the elements recited in the above listed claims including interconnected 
load-carrying, intermediate, and stationary slides movable relative to one another to 
extend and retract the load-carrying and intermediate slides relative to the stationary 
slide, the load-carrying slide being formed to include a keyhole-shaped slot 254, such 
as shown in Figs 15-17, providing an enlarged-diameter entry and exit portion and a 
narrow-width post-retainer portion, the keyhole-shaped slot being adapted to receive a 
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mounting post 252 coupled to a piece of equipment to be carried on the load-carrying 
slide, and a post retainer 256 including a base coupled to the load-carrying slide and an 
arm formed to include a raised portion 263, said ami being coupled to the base to move 
relative to the load-carrying slide between a slot-opening position lying away from the 
load-carrying slide to allow movement of the mounting post into the enlarged-diameter 
entry and exit portion of the keyhole-shaped slot and a slot-closing position receiving 
the mounting post in the post retainer upon movement of the mounting post from the 
enlarged-diameter entry and exit portion into the narrow-width post-retainer portion of 
the keyhole-shaped slot, wherein the arm includes an actuator and a body arranged to 
interconnect the actuator and the base, the body is formed to include the raised portion 
263, and the actuator includes means, facing toward the enlarged-diameter entry and 
exit portion of the keyhole-shaped slot, for intercepting a mounting post moving into the 
enlarged-diameter entry and exit portion and bending the body to cause the body to 
move away from the load-carrying slide so that the mounting post can pass from the 
enlarged-diameter entry and exit portion of the keyhole-shaped slot into the narrow- 
width post-retainer portion of the keyhole-shaped slot and the raised portion 263 formed 
in the body whereupon the actuator moves toward the load-carrying slide under a 
restoring force applied by the body to block removal of the mounting post from narrow- 
width post-retainer portion and the raised portion. The only different being that Brock 
does not disclose the arm of the post retainer formed to include a retention aperture (in 
instead of a raised portion as disclosed). 
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Lauchner et al teaches a post retainer element 100/150 comprising a base 115 
coupled to a drawer slide, an arm 1 13 formed to include a retention aperture 1 14, said 
arm 113 being coupled to the base 1 15 to move relative to the drawer slide between an 
opening position lying away from the drawer slide to allow movement of a mounting post 
210 into the retention aperture and a locking position receiving the mounting post 210 in 
the post retainer; wherein the retention aperture 1 14 provides a secured engagement 
between the mounting post 210 and the post retainer. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to modify the structure of Brock et al by providing the arm of the post retainer 
formed to include a retention aperture for the purpose of providing a secured 
engagement between the mounting post 210 and the post retainer, as taught by 
Lauchner et al, since both teach alternate conventional drawer slide locking structure, 
used for the same intended purpose of locking/holding one member relative to another, 
thereby providing structure as claimed. 

5. Claims 18-19, 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over USP 6,948,691 to Brock et al in view of USP 6,796,625 to Lauchner et al and USP 
6,588,866 to Cheng. 

Brock et al discloses a telescoping slide assembly, such as shown in Fig 14, 
comprising all the elements recited in the above listed claims including interconnected 
load-carrying, intermediate, and stationary slides movable relative to one another to 
extend and retract the load-carrying and intermediate slides relative to the stationary 
slide, the load-carrying slide being formed to include a keyhole-shaped slot 254, such 
as shown In Figs 15-17, providing an enlarged-diameter entry and exit portion and a 
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narrow-width post-retainer portion, the keyhole-shaped slot being adapted to receive a 
mounting post 252 coupled to a piece of equipment to be carried on the load-carrying 
slide, and a post retainer 256 including a base coupled to the load-carrying slide and an 
arm formed to include a raised portion 263, said arm being coupled to the base to move 
relative to the load-carrying slide between a slot-opening position lying away from the 
load-carrying slide to allow movement of the mounting post into the enlarged-diameter 
entry and exit portion of the keyhole-shaped slot and a slot-closing position receiving 
the mounting post in the post retainer upon movement of the mounting post from the 
enlarged-diameter entry and exit portion into the narrow-width post-retainer portion of 
the keyhole-shaped slot, wherein the arm includes an actuator and a body arranged to 
interconnect the actuator and the base, the body is fomied to include the raised portion, 
and the actuator includes means, facing toward the enlarged-diameter entry and exit 
portion of the keyhole-shaped slot, for Intercepting a mounting post moving into the 
enlarged-diameter entry and exit portion and bending the body to cause the body to 
move away from the load-carrying slide so that the mounting post can pass from the 
enlarged-diameter entry and exit portion of the keyhole-shaped slot into the narrow- 
width post-retainer portion of the keyhole-shaped slot and the raised portion formed in 
the body whereupon the actuator moves toward the load-carrying slide under a 
restoring force applied by the body to block removal of the mounting post from narrow- 
width post-retainer portion and the post retainer. The differences being that Brock et al 
does not disclose (1) the arm of the post retainer formed to include a retention aperture 
(in instead of a raised portion as disclosed), and (2) the slot surrounded in the plane of 
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the wall by the generally flat wall of the load-carrying slide to permit the post only to 
enter the slot by moving generally perpendicular to the plane of the generally flat wall. 

In regard to (1) the amn of the post retainer formed to include a retention aperture 
(in instead of a raised portion as disclosed), Lauchner et al teaches a post retainer 
element 100/150 comprising a base 115 coupled to a drawer slide, an arm 1 13 formed 
to include a retention aperture 1 14, said arm 113 being coupled to the base 1 1 5 to 
move relative to the drawer slide between an opening position lying away from the 
drawer slide to allow movement of a mounting post 210 into the retention aperture and a 
locking position receiving the mounting post 210 in the post retainer; wherein the 
retention aperture 1 14 provides a secured engagement between the mounting post 210 
and the post retainer. Therefore, it would have been obvious to modify the structure of 
Brock et al by providing the arm of the post retainer formed to include a retention 
aperture for the purpose of providing a secured engagement between the mounting post 
210 and the post retainer, as taught by Lauchner et al, since both teach alternate 
conventional drawer slide locking structure, used for the same intended purpose of 
locking/holding one member relative to another, thereby providing structure as claimed. 

In regard to (2) the slot surrounded in the plane of the wall by the generally flat 
wall of the load-carrying slide to permit the post only to enter the slot by moving 
generally perpendicular to the plane of the generally flat wall, Cheng teaches an 
altemate idea of mounting a piece of equipment to a slide comprising a telescoping 
slide assembly having interconnected load-carrying, intermediate, and stationary slides 
movable relative to one another, a generally flat wall of the load-carrying slide being 
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formed to include forward and rearward slots 40, each adapted to receive a mounting 
post 44, each slot 40 is surrounded in the plane of the wall by the generally flat wall of 
the load-carrying slide to pemnit the post only to enter the slot by moving generally 
perpendicular to the plane of the generally flat wall; wherein the structure of slot 40 
allows quick mounting of a piece of equipment to the load-carrying slide without the use 
of tools. Therefore, it would have been obvious, in view of Cheng, to modify the slot of 
Block et al by providing a slot surrounded in the plane of the wall by the generally flat 
wall of the load-carrying slide to permit the post only to enter the slot by moving 
generally perpendicular to the plane of the generally flat wall in order to allow quick 
mounting of a piece of equipment to the load-carrying slide without the use of tools, as 
taught by Cheng, since both teach alternate conventional slot structure, used for the 
same intended purpose of mounting a piece of equipment to a slide, thereby providing 
structure as claimed. 

6. Claims 24-25, and 28-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Brock et al, as modified, as applied to claims 18 and 26 above, and 
further in view of USP 3,133,768 to Klakovich. 

Brock et al, as modified, discloses all the elements as discussed above except 
for a slide retainer coupled to the load-carrying slide to lie in spaced-apart relation to the 
post retainer and configured to engage a retraction stop included in the intermediate 
slide to block movement of the load- carrying slide relative to the intermediate slide from 
a fully extended position toward a retracted position within the intermediate slide, 
wherein the slide retainer includes a base coupled to the load-carrying slide, a movable 
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arm cantilevered to the base, and a button appended to a distal portion of the movable 
arm and arranged to extend into a button retention aperture formed in the intermediate 
slide and bordered by the retraction stop during movement of the load-carrying slide 
relative to the intermediate slide. 

Klakovich teaches the idea of providing a slide assembly with a slide retainer 50 
coupled to the load-carrying slide 27 to lie in spaced-apart relation to a post retainer and 
configured to engage a retraction stop 53 included in the intermediate slide 26 to block 
movement of the load- carrying slide relative to the intermediate slide from a fully 
extended position toward a retracted position within the intermediate slide, wherein the 
slide retainer 50. such as shown in Fig 8, includes a base coupled to the load-carrying 
slide, a movable arm cantilevered to the base, and a button appended to a distal portion 
of the movable arm and arranged to extend into a button retention aperture formed in 
the intermediate slide and bordered by the retraction stop during movement of the load- 
carrying slide relative to the intermediate slide; wherein the slide retainer and retraction 
stop combination prevents inadvertent movement of the slides relative to each other in 
the extended position. Therefore, it would have been obvious to modify the structure of 
Brock et al, as modified, by providing a slide retainer coupled to the load-carrying slide 
to lie in spaced-apart relation to the post retainer and configured to engage a retraction 
stop included in the intermediate slide to block movement of the load- carrying slide 
relative to the intermediate slide from a fully extended position toward a retracted 
position within the intermediate slide, wherein the slide retainer includes a base coupled 
to the load-carrying slide, a movable arm cantilevered to the base, and a button 
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appended to a distal portion of the movable amn and arranged to extend into a button 
retention aperture formed in the intemnediate slide and bordered by the retraction stop 
during movement of the load-carrying slide relative to the intermediate slide in order to 
prevent inadvertent movement of the slides relative to each other in the extended 
position, as taught by Klakovich, since both teach alternate conventional slide assembly 
structure, used for the same intended purpose, thereby providing structure as claimed. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in" view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hanh V. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6868. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, and alternate 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on (571) 272-6867. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 


HVT 

September 12, 2006 
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